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Coleman Funeral Home of Oxford 
 

John R. Hailman, 79, passed away peacefully at his home in Oxford with his
family at his side on Saturday, June 19, 2021. A memorial visitation will be
held Wednesday, June 23, 2021, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Coleman
Funeral Home of Oxford, and a memorial service will follow immediately at
4:00 p.m. Interment will be at Oxford Memorial Cemetery. Coleman Funeral
Home of Oxford is in charge of arrangements. 

 

John was born on March 18, 1942, in Huntington, Indiana, to Harry L. and
Edith Trulock Hailman. An only child, he grew up in Linden, Indiana, a small
farming community of 500 people. 

John attended Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi from 1960 - 1965,
where he pledged Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity, graduating with a B.A. in
French. During his junior year, he studied abroad in Paris, France, at the
Sorbonne, where he learned to speak French fluently. At Millsaps, he met his
wife-to-be Waverly Regan McGrew (“Wavy”) while walking to their French
class, after a bumble bee tried to attack John. On June 9, 1969, he and
Regan were married in Jackson. They recently celebrated their 52nd wedding
anniversary. They raised two daughters, Allison and Lydia. 

 



John received his law degree from the University of Mississippi in 1969.
During law school, he worked as a civil rights lawyer for both North Mississippi
Rural Legal Services and California Rural Legal Assistance. He and Regan
moved to Greenville, MS in 1969 as newlyweds. John served for two years as
law clerk for Chief District Judge William C. Keady during the integration of the
public schools in north Mississippi. 

 

After Greenville, John and Regan moved to Washington D.C. in 1971 where
John was named a Prettyman Fellow at Georgetown University School of Law
to pursue his LLM degree. He served as Legal Counsel to the late U.S.
Senator John C. Stennis when the Senator was chairman of the Armed
Services and Ethics Committees, during the historic period of Watergate. John
and Regan moved back to Oxford in 1974. 

 

John was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in Oxford for 33 years, from 1974 until
retiring in 2007. He served in many leadership positions including Criminal
Division Chief. He won several awards during his tenure in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, including the rarely given Attorney General’s Distinguished Senior
Award and the Executive Service Award of Excellence. 

For over 20 years, John was Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of
Mississippi School of Law where he shared his own love of literature and the
law with students. He taught law internationally for the Department of Justice
in over a dozen countries, from Morocco and Tunisia to Indonesia, the
Republics of Georgia and Moldova, and the Sultanate of Oman. Hailman
spoke fluent French and served as an interpreter both for France and DOJ’s
Office of International Affairs. 

 

A true Renaissance man and gifted storyteller, John was an accomplished
author and wrote five critically acclaimed non-fiction books: Thomas Jefferson
on Wine; From Midnight to Guntown: True Crime Stories from a Federal



Prosecutor in Mississippi; The Search for Good Wine; Return to Guntown; and
Foreign Missions of an American Prosecutor: From Moscow to Morocco and
Paris to the Persian Gulf. 

John had a lifelong passion for wine. He and Regan worked together at the
Original Wine and Cheese Shop in Georgetown D.C. where he got the idea to
apply to be the wine columnist at the Washington Post. Later, he became a
syndicated wine columnist for fifteen years with Gannett News Service where
he was published in 100+ daily newspapers across the nation. John was an
international wine judge for 35 years in California, Oregon, France and Italy. 

In his youth, he loved playing sports and was a standout first baseman on his
high school baseball team. He batted over .400 average for three years,
making the All-Star Team of Indiana for three years. He was a left-handed
curveball relief pitcher. After high school, John was offered a contract with a
cash bonus from the Chicago White Sox to play baseball. 

John was preceded in death by his parents and is survived by his wife of 52
years, Regan Hailman, his daughter Allison Hailman Doyle of Cleveland, MS;
his daughter Lydia Hailman King of Oxford, MS; and three beloved
grandchildren, Abbey Doyle, and Leland and Maggie King. 

 

His family and many friends will miss his bright expressions and gentle
bonhomie. Gifts in his remembrance may be made to the University of
Mississippi Foundation, 406 University Avenue, Oxford MS 38655. 

Please leave online condolences on the Tribute Wall at www.colemanfuneralh
ome.com.



Cemetery Details

Oxford Memorial Cemetery

Oxford, MS

Previous Events

Memorial Visitation

JUN 23. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Coleman Funeral Home of Oxford
601 Commerce Parkway
Oxford, MS 38655
(662) 234-3900
info@colemanfuneralhome.com
https://www.colemanfuneralhome.com/

Memorial Service

JUN 23. 4:00 PM (CT)

Coleman Funeral Home of Oxford
601 Commerce Parkway
Oxford, MS 38655
(662) 234-3900
info@colemanfuneralhome.com
https://www.colemanfuneralhome.com/

mailto:info@colemanfuneralhome.com
https://www.colemanfuneralhome.com/
mailto:info@colemanfuneralhome.com
https://www.colemanfuneralhome.com/


Graveside Service

JUN 23 (CT)

Oxford Memorial Cemetery
Oxford, MS



Tribute Wall

Coleman Funeral Home - June 23, 2021 at 10:48 AM

Coleman Funeral Home of Oxford created a Tribute Video in
memory of John R. Hailman

Paula Shanks - June 23, 2021 at 12:04 PM

So very sorry for your loss. John was a special man. It was my
pleasure for many years to swap stories in the halls of the federal
building! He will not soon be forgotten. Paula Shanks

Coleman Funeral Home - June 23, 2021 at 10:43 AM

Coleman Funeral Home of Oxford created a Webcast in memory of
John R. Hailman
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Randy Corban - April 17, 2022 at 07:02 PM

John was a delightful man who I loved to bring criminal cases to
because I knew he was such a thorough and talented prosecutor he
would get all pertinent information from me ,and I felt very
comfortable with him prosecuting those cases.John filled up many a
legal pad of notes in my experience with him. John was an excellent
listener and I always enjoyed his sort of raring back and always
smiling while listening to the facts of your cases. John had a great
sense of humor and gave me way too much credit for which I am
eternally grateful. My very best regards to John’s family and I will
always fondly remember John. Thanks

June 23, 2021 at 10:10 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of John R. Hailman.

Frank Hotchkiss - June 23, 2021 at 10:04 AM

John and I were roommates during our Junior
Year Abroad in Paris, and later lived in the
same pension. He had a great, sardonic
sense of humor and we spent many hours
over glasses of wine discussing everything
from A to Z. He educated me about life in the South, which he
dearly loved and appreciated. What a rare character he was! Very
sorry to see him go.

https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 23, 2021 at 07:35 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John R. Hailman.

Pepper Crutcher - June 22, 2021 at 04:52 PM

Of how many people in our lives can it be said that we enjoyed
every moment spent with them? Mine list is short and John Hailman
is near the top

Sam Davis - June 22, 2021 at 09:31 AM

John was a dear friend and will be missed. He and I were
classmates in law school and were on Law Journal together. We
also served together at North Mississippi Legal Services, and each
of us served as interns the summer after our first year with
organisations that offered legal services to the underprivileged,
John in California and I in New York. John had a world view of
things. He had a great sense of humor. And he was a talented
writer. I’ve got all of his books. I was blessed to have known him
and I will miss him. My love and prayers go out to Regan, Allison,
Lydia and their children and all the family. Sam Davis

https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Toya Bruss - June 22, 2021 at 09:10 AM

Regan, Allison, and Lydia, our hearts are
broken for you in your loss. John was such a
unique individual and will be solely missed by
all. Our thoughts and prayers go with you.
Bob and Toya Bruss

Edwin Worthington - June 22, 2021 at 08:57 AM

Please accept our condolences for your loss. John was a wonderful
man and the consummate professional. He was a staunch
supporter of the law and for the civil rights of all Americans. I
enjoyed my professional relationship with him and his fellow
attorneys in the US Attorney's Office in North Mississippi. RIP. 

  
Edwin L. Worthington 

 Special Agent in Charge (ret.) 
 Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 Jackson Division

Betty W Durham - June 21, 2021 at 09:50 PM

I am so so sorry. John was a wonderful, kind,
man.
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June 21, 2021 at 07:28 PM

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family
of John R. Hailman.

June 21, 2021 at 07:04 PM

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the
family of John R. Hailman.

June 21, 2021 at 02:00 PM

Meat & Cheese Sympathy Gift Crate was
purchased for the family of John R. Hailman.

June 21, 2021 at 01:27 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of John R. Hailman.

https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4296&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4296&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.colemanfuneralhomeox.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

